
 

 

 

3-16-18 
HOMELESS HEALTH 
ISSUES 
Homelessness is just the tip of the iceberg 

Not many realize that homelessness is both the result and the cause of 

differing health issues. Even nations that recognize the problem of 

homelessness, including the United States, don’t exactly make it easy for 

the number to be reduced. “Well-intentioned laws designed to guard 

mentally ill people from involuntary commitment to institutions except 

under defined conditions resulted in the release of many patients who, 

unable to care for themselves, often ended up living in the streets.” (–

Judith S Baughman and others)Aside from people who are ill heading 

into homelessness, being homeless can result in getting an illness or 

health detriment. “In the HUD study, almost half of the homeless people 

surveyed had chronic (long term) health problems such as diabetes, 

cancer, high blood pressure, or arthritis for which they were not receiving 

treatment.” (-Neil Izenbberg and Steven A. Dowshen) 

https://tinyurl.com/y9vzkta2  

https://tinyurl.com/yak65m7h  

https://tinyurl.com/yclqsckx  

Risk Factors Include: 

──── 

Less than a High 

school Diploma, 

Racial Minority, 

history of mental 

Illness, and Victims of 

domestic Abuse are  

──── 

Ages 25-54 are most 

likely to become 

Homeless 

──── 

Leads to High Blood 

Pressure, Diabetes, 

and Arthritis  

Lack of space leads 

to diseases as well 

 

Many homeless families 

are turned away from 

emergency shelters 

because of lack of space 

Many nations struggle to 

produce housing, while 

the number of homeless 

keeps increasing 

https://tinyurl.com/y9vzkta2
https://tinyurl.com/yak65m7h
https://tinyurl.com/yclqsckx
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